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Abstract

The aim of this study was to explaining the role of trust in the relationship of learning-
centered leadership with teachers' professional learning. The research is applied in terms
of purpose and descriptive-correlation (structural equation modeling) in terms of method.
A sample of 238 elementary school teachers in Kerman was selected by cluster sampling
method according to region. In order to collect data, learning-centered leadership
questionnaire, the teachers' trust questionnaire and the teachers' professional learning
questionnaire were used. The reliability of the questionnaires was calculated using
Cronbach's alpha coefficient of 0.96, 0.92 and 0.94, respectively, and their construct
validity was confirmed through confirmatory factor analysis. SPSS 20 and AMOS 22
softwares were used for data analysis. The reliability of the questionnaires was confirmed
using Cronbach's alpha coefficient and their construct validity was confirmed by
confirmatory factor analysis. Hypothesis testing showed that the relationship between
learning-centered leadership and teacher trust, the relationship between learning-centered
leadership and teacher professional learning and the relationship between teacher trust and
professional learning are positive and significant. The results related to the components of
teacher trust showed that learning-oriented leadership has a positive and significant
relationship with calculative trust, relational trust and faith trust, but only the relationship
between relational trust and teacher professional learning was positive and significant.
Trust mediates the relationship between learning-centered leadership and professional
learning of teachers, and of the three components of teacher trust, only the mediating role
of relational trust was confirmed. Finally, it was concluded that principals as leaders of
learning can play a more effective role in professional learning by creating trust in
teachers.
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